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Additional Notes on the genus Herora, MacLeay, und a Sy- 
nonymic List of the described species; by A. SIDNEY OLLIFF. 


Since the publication of my synopsis of the genus Helota in 
the last part of this Journal (ante p. 51), I have received through 
the kindness of M. René Oberthür, an advance sheet of his 
“ Coleopterorum Novitates,” containing descriptions of three new 
Indian species of Helota; two from Darjeeling, and one of 
which the precise locality is not known, Upon receipt of this 
paper I wrote to M. Oberthiir, asking if he could send me 
specimens of his species for examination, and he has most 
courteously replied to my request by forwarding the types of 
the three species described by him, as well as typical examples 
of Helota gemmata from Japan, I. gorhami from China, col- 
lected by M. David, and H. servillei and H. sem7fulva from 
Darjeeling, for comparison with the series of those species in 
my own possession. The result of the examination of these 
specimens is recorded in the following notes, 


I take this opportunity of thanking Mr. C. Ritsema, of 
Leyden, for kindly communicating an example of the interest- 
ing nondescript species characterized below, and a specimen of 
his [elota ocellata, only known to me from description. 


Helota levigata and H. pusilla will be figured in the forth- 
coming part of Mr. Waterhouse’s “ Aid to the Identification of 
Insects,” and H. semifulva at some future date. 


Helota scintillans, n. sp. & 


Closely allied to Helota vigorsi, MacLeay ; slightly more 
convex ; the head broader between the eyes, much more closely 
punctured especially near the sides; antennæ entirely reddish- 
testaceous; prothorax much more strongly punctured, the 
punctures closer and more irregular near the sides, the elevations 
not so highly polished, the posterior angles slightly more pro- 
minent ; elytra more strongly punetate-striate, especially the 
dorsal lines, the interstices more raised, the apical emargination 
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not quite so abrupt : the flavous spots are decidedly smaller and 
rather more raised; the anterior pair are contained between the 
second and sixth strix, and the posterior between the third and 
sixth. Underside coloured as in H. vigorsi, except that the 
base of the prosternum is distinctly margined with green; the 
under-margins of the elytra at the base are rather strongly 
punctured, the punctures gradually disappearing posteriorly; the 
propygidium more finely and closely punctured. Length 18 mm ; 
greatest width 53 mm. 


Java? (v. Medenbach de Rooy.) Type in Leyden Museum. 


As will be seen by the above comparative descriptior., this 
species is very nearly allied to Æ. vigors/, but after carefully 
examining a series of that insect I have come to the conclusion 
that it must be regarded as a distinct species. The strix between 
the spots in H. scintillans are strongly impressed and not obliter- 
ated as in J. vigorsi. 


Helota curvipes, Oberthür (Coleopt. Novit. p. 60) is the male 
of H. guerini, Hope; of this there can be no doubt as I have 
carefully compared the types. Helota ocellata, Rits., the type 
of which is a female, and differs from the ordinary form in 
being a more brilliant coppery colour, is also synonymous with 
LI. guerini, as quoted in my former paper. 


Helota levigata. 


Helota levigata, Oberthür, Coleopt. Novit., p. 59; Water- 
house, Aid ii, pl. exliv, fig. 1, ¢. 


This is a very distinct species and most nearly allied to 
IT, guerini, Hope; it is, however, somewhat smaller, decidedly 
more attenuated behind, especially in the male, and slightly 
more convex. Head regularly punctured. Prothorax com- 
paratively shorter, the sides more rounded, aud more strongly 
and sparingly punctured. The anterior spots on the elytra are 
transversely oval; the striæ not so distinctly marked, and the 
punctures stronger and more widely separated; the sides much less 
closely punctured. The underside and legs are fulvous, whereas 
in //. guerini the knees, tibie and tarsi are dark coppery-green. 


A single specimen of what I believe to be the female of this 
species is in the National Collection, labelled in the late Mr. 
Adam Whites handwriting “1. Indies.” It differs from the 
male in being less attenuated posteriorly and rather broader. As 
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in the other species of the genus the anterior tibiæ are nearly 
straight and the apex of the elytra produced. Length ¢ 84 
mm.; Q 9mm. 

Darjeeling, India. 


Helota culta, Olliff (Cist. Ent. iii, p. 55, pl. 3, fig. 2). The 
unique example of this species is a male, and not as was stated 
by an unfortunate misprint, a female. This, however, will be 
readily seen on reference to the plate. 


Helota pusilla. 
Helota pusilla, Oberthür, Coleopt. Novit., p. 60; Water- 


house, Aid ii, pl. exliv, fig. 2, 


Allied to ZH. culta, Olliff; longer and the sides slightly more 
parallel. Head more finely punctured; eyes more prominent; 
antenne testaceous, the club black. Prothorax longer, less 
convex, much more finely and closely punctured. Underside 
fulvous; under. margins of prothorax dark metallic green, mode- 
rately strongly punctured. Legs testaceous, knees, tibiæ, and 
tips of the tarsi of a metallic green colour. Length 65 mm. 

Darjeeling. 


Helota semifulva, Rits. (Notes Leyden Mus. iii, p. 80). In 
M. Oberthiir’s collection from Darjeeling. The fact that this 
species occurs so far north is worthy of note, as it was described 
from Hast Java, and must, therefore, have a tolerably wide 
range. 


Synonyaic List. 


HELOTA, MacLeay. l guerini, Hope. 
vigorsi, MacLeay. ocellata, Rits. 


scintillans, Olliff. 


ays curvipes, Oberth. 
servillei, Hope. a 


gemmata, Gorhm cereopunctata, Lewis. 
g ; 

bowringi, Dorhn. (in litt.) lævigata, Oberth. 
gorhami, Olif. culta, Olliff. 
sinensis, Olliff. i 1 
thibetana, Westw. pusilla, Oberth. 


mellyi. Westw, semifulva, Rits, 


